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Code No.  905.3 
 
 

WEAPONS IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 
The board believes weapons, other dangerous objects and look-a-likes in school district facilities and at 
school district-approved events cause material and substantial disruption to the school environment or 
present a threat to the health and safety of students, employees and visitors on the school district 
premises or property within the jurisdiction of the school district. 
 
All weapons, dangerous objects and look-a-likes are prohibited to be carried, possessed, transported or 
otherwise stored on school district property and to school district-approved events.  Exceptions to this 
policy include weapons carried by the following individuals in performance of their official duties:  

• law enforcement;  
• military personnel; 
• corrections officers; 
• individuals approved in writing by the Superintendent, and; 
• students and individuals approved in writing by the Superintendent who are actively engaging in a 

school district approved firearms safety course, hunter education course or shooting sports 
activity. 

 
Individuals found to be in violation of this district policy will be required to immediately remove the 
weapon, dangerous object or look-a-likes from the school district property or event.  Students found to 
be in violation of this policy or any other board policies related to weapons will be subject to 
disciplinary proceedings.   
 
 
Note:  In 2021, the legislature made changes to decriminalize the carrying of firearms on campus by 
certain individuals if certain circumstances are met.  However, much like creating tobacco-free 
campuses, schools maintain the authority to choose whether to place additional limitations on the 
carrying of firearms on district property as needed to protect the health and safety of students and 
staff. 
 
 
Legal Reference:  18 U.S.C. § 921  
  Iowa Code §§ 279.8; 280.21B; 483A.27(11), 724  
  281 I.A.C. 12.3(6) 
 
 
Cross Reference:  502 Student Rights and Responsibilities 
  503 Student Discipline 
  507 Student Health and Well-Being 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved  08/09/2021    Reviewed  08/09/2021    Revised  08/09/2021   
 







© IASB POLICY REFERENCE MANUAL 

Code No. 907 
 
 

DISTRICT OPERATION DURING PUBLIC EMERGENCIES 
 
The district believes that student learning is the heart of its core mission.  While traditional in-person 
teaching continues to provide the greatest learning opportunity to all students, there may be rare and 
unusual circumstances that prevent the school community from convening in traditional in-person 
settings.  At times of a public emergency declared by federal, state or local officials, the district will seek 
guidance and recommendations from federal, state and local agencies to assist in determining the safety of 
convening traditional in-person learning.   
 
If, due to the public emergency, the school board determines that holding traditional in-person learning at 
district facilities would hinder the health and safety of the school community the district will instead 
utilize remote or hybrid learning opportunities permitted by law.   
 
Following guidance and recommendations from federal, state, and local agencies when reasonably 
possible, the administration will create regulations related to district operations during a public 
emergency, including, but not limited to, student, employee and visitor safety and security; the use and 
safeguarding of district property; public meetings and events, and when applicable, measures to prevent 
or slow the spread of infectious disease. 
 
These measures will be enforced for the period of time of the public emergency, or until the school board 
and superintendent, in consultation with federal, state and local agencies determine it is appropriate for 
the safety measures to end. 
 
NOTE:  Districts should choose between the options listed in the italicized language, remove text that 
is not used then remove italics. The language requiring board approval of school closure to in-person 
learning due to a declared public emergency is a legal requirement from Senate File 2310.  However, 
boards can choose to delegate this decision to the Superintendent, but that delegation should be 
specified in board policy.  
 
NOTE:  The optional language listed in this policy and accompanying regulation are just some 
examples of the local flexibility districts have to make decisions based upon the priorities of their 
individual school communities.  Districts are strongly encouraged to consult with their legal counsel 
and adapt the optional language to best suit the needs of their individual communities. 
 
Legal Reference: Senate File 2310 
 Iowa Code ch. 279.8 
 
Cross Reference: 403.3 Communicable Diseases - Employees 
 506 Student Records 
 507 Student Health and Well-Being 
 
 
Approved  9/14/20    Reviewed  8/10/20      Revised  9/14/20    
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Code No. 907.R1 
 
 

DISTRICT OPERATIONS DURING A PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY REGULATION 
 
During a public health emergency, the district will seek guidance and recommendations from federal, 
state and local agencies that monitor and respond to the emergency.  The district will follow any 
mandatory closures or other mandatory measures imposed by such agencies.   
 
The superintendent, in conjunction with relevant government agencies and/or athletic and activity 
associations, will determine under what circumstances the district will restrict or cancel in-person 
learning, student events or activities including sporting events, extracurricular clubs or meetings for 
students, and the use of district facilities by outside organizations.   
 
The district will promote and follow other recommended measures and guidance from federal, state and 
local agencies to the extent reasonably practicable under the circumstances.  These measures may include, 
but are not  limited to the following: 
 
On-line learning, hybrid models of learning, or modified in-person learning may occur dependent on the 
circumstances and in accordance with applicable law.   
 
 
Due to the increased cost to the district of providing additional cleaning and disinfecting measures and 
in order to preserve cleaning supplies for school use during the time of a public health emergency, the 
superintendent has discretion to require, as a condition of using district facilities, non-school groups to 
provide the school district with EPA-approved cleaning and disinfecting supplies to properly clean and 
disinfect the space used after each event.  The district may also require non-school groups to reimburse 
the district the actual cost of school personnel time needed to clean and disinfect school facilities after 
the event.   
  
 
 
 

 
 
 


