
Starmont Community 
Schools

Return to Learn- August 2020



General Information
The Starmont CSD is committed to bringing staff and students back to 
school in a safe and orderly manner. We have been working since our 
closure in March to stay up-to-date on the newest information to ensure 
that we are ready for students to return on August 24th, 2020. With the 
help of our school teams, Department of Education, our School board, and 
the Fayette County Public Health, we have developed the following Return to 
Learn Plan and COVID-19 mitigation strategies to protect our Star 
students, staff, and families.



Calendar

Our school calendar will remain the same with the follow exceptions:

-School is starting at 8:10 in the morning. Students will not be allowed in 
the building before 8:00.

-The first week of school we will have 1:00 dismissals all week

August 24th-August 28th 
1:00 Dismissals



Three Educational Models
Option 1:  Face to Face 

-All students present
-Teach & Reinforce good 
hygiene practices (i.e. 
handwashing)
-Parents screen children 
before sending to school
*Social distancing will be 
difficult and PPE will be 
encouraged

About 600 students
About 125 employees

Option 2:  Hybrid
-PK students face to face on 
A/B day rotation *No school 
on Fridays
-JK-8 students face to face 
M-TH, distance learning on 
Fridays
-9-12 students face to face in 
A/B groups on weekly 
rotations 

About 425 students
About 125 employees

Option 3: Distance Learning
-All students at home
-Attendance/participation is 
required
-Grading policies still in effect
-Google Classroom (online) or 
print materials

Teachers will have normal 
office hours from 8-3:30



Learning Model Decision Making



Learning Model Decision Making (cont.)



Learning Model Decision Making (Cont.)



Learning Model Decision Making (Cont.)



Screening

-Parents screen children before sending to school
-Is my child exhibiting any of the following symptoms?

-fever or chills (100.4 degrees or above) -Congestion or runny nose
-shortness of breath or difficulty breathing -Nausea or vomiting
-muscle or body aches -Out of the ordinary headaches
-new loss of taste or smell -Out of the ordinary cough
-sore throat -Diarrhea

-If your child exhibits any symptoms listed above, please keep your child home until they are 
symptom free for 24 hours
-Face masks are highly encouraged at school when social distancing is not possible
-School will perform second screening of all students before entering the building



Sick students and exposure
-Please have plans for when your child shows any symptoms of any illness

-If your child exhibits any symptoms listed on the previous page, please keep your child home 
until they are symptom free for 24 hours.
-Students exhibiting symptoms at school will report to the nurse and be put in isolation 
under supervision of the school nurse. Parents will be contacted immediately.
-If anyone in your household has been exposed (within 6 feet for 15 minutes) to a confirmed 
case of COVID-19, please follow the CDC Guidelines. 
-If you have any questions, contact the Fayette County Health Department 
(563-422-5634), your family health provider, or the school nurse.



Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
-All staff are expected to wear face coverings and students are encouraged 
to wear face coverings at school when social distancing isn’t possible. 
-Hand sanitizing stations are set up around the school. 
-Face shields are available to all staff.
-Extra PPE is available for students, staff, and visitors who must enter the 
building.



Cleaning and Sanitation

-Teach handwashing & increasing frequency
-Providing soap/sanitizer
-Cleaning and disinfecting regularly
-Deep cleaning during scheduled breaks (i.e. weekends) 



Hybrid
-PK on-site 2 days on A/B rotation *No 
school on Fridays
-JK-8 on-site 4 days, distance learning 1 day 
-9-12 on-site on A/B rotation
-Enhanced cleaning each night
-Students will be in learning groups of no 
more than 12.
-Social distancing will be in effect (desks 6 
feet apart).
-Minimal hallway travel

Classrooms
Face to Face

-Students will be in their regular learning 
groups with their teachers.
-Social distancing will not be likely in 
these groups. Face masks are highly 
encouraged.
-Individual classrooms will avoid contact 
with other classrooms.

-Students will not gather in large groups
-No assemblies, field trips, etc



Meals- Elementary

-

Face to Face
-Students eat in the lunchroom with 
their classrooms.
-Students are seated with only their 
classmates.
-Handwashing occurs before and 
after mealtime
-Hand sanitizer is available 

Hybrid
-Students eat in their classrooms.
-Meals are delivered to each 
classroom.
-Handwashing occurs before and 
after mealtime
-Hand sanitizer is available 



Meals- MS/HS

-

Face to Face
-Students will pick up their meals 
from the cafeteria. 
-Grade levels are seated in different 
parts of the building to assure social 
distancing. 
-Handwashing occurs before and 
after mealtime.
-Hand sanitizer is available. 

Hybrid
-Some students eat in their classrooms.
-Some meals are delivered to each 
classroom.
-Some students eat in the cafeteria 
with social distancing enforced.
-Handwashing occurs before and after 
mealtime
-Hand sanitizer is available 



Pick Up/Drop Off
-Guardians and visitors are not allowed in the building unless prior approval 
has been given by administration. 
-Please call the front office before planning to enter. Screening of visitors 
will take place. Visitors will be encourage to use face coverings/masks, etc.
-Staggered entry and release:
-High school students that drive will enter and exit through the west gym 
doors. 
-Elementary: Drop off will occur at the front of the building at the marked 
entrances only. (Circle drive area)
-Daycare entrance should be only used by daycare. 



Pick up/Drop Off Continued
-Bus riders and students who drive will be dismissed at 3:20
-Students who are picked up will be dismissed at 3:30. There will be a pick 
up lane created (see diagram). 
-Parents will use the pick up lane to wait
until buses leave and then pull into the 
circle drive. Parents should stay with their
vehicle. We will get your child to your car.
-FIRST DAY ONLY: Parents will be allowed
to enter the building to drop off their child.
To enter the building, you must have 
Temperature taken, wear a face covering, 
and sanitize. 



Additional Precautions
-IEP meetings and other parent meetings will be held virtually if possible
-Students should bring their own water bottle. 

-Bottle filling stations are permitted for refills.
-Water fountains are closed. 
-Drinking fountains are turned off.

-Sharing of items is highly discouraged.



Distance Learning
-Participation is mandatory- Type of particpation will vary depending on 
grade level of student
-Google Classroom will be used as the learning platform
-Attendance will be taken
-Powerschool will be utilized for grading and attendance
-Grading will be consistent with face to face learning
-Chromebooks will be issued to all students in JK-12
-Print material available upon request
-Parents of elementary students should be prepared to assist their children 
as a learning coach. 



Distance Learning Recommendations

Grade Level Minimum Maximum Recommended Length of 
Sustained Attention

PreK 20 minutes/day 60 minutes/day 3–5 minutes

K 30 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 3–5 minutes

1-2 45 minutes/day 90 minutes/day 5–10 minutes

3–5 60 minutes/day 120 minutes/day 10–15 minutes

6–8 Class: 15 minutes/day
Total: 90 minutes/day

Class: 30 minutes/day
Total: 180 minutes/day

1 subject area or class

9–12 Class: 20 minutes/day
Total: 120 minutes/day

Class: 45 minutes/day
Total: 270 minutes/day

1 subject area or class

Source: Illinois State Board of 
Education, 2020

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/RL-Recommendations-3-27-20.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/RL-Recommendations-3-27-20.pdf


Starmont CSD Contact information
Troy Heller- Superintendent
563-933-2218
theller@starmont.k12.ia.us

Annie Bradford- Elementary Principal 
563-933-2238
abradford@starmont.k12.ia.us 

Shauna Koppenhaver- Secondary Principal
563-933-2218
skoppenhaver@starmont.k12.ia.us

Kate Applegate- School Nurse
563-933-2238
kapplegate@starmont.k12.ia.us

“Empowering students with knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary 
for responsible, productive, fulfilling lives.”
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